
 

 
 

HOME1947  

Open Film & Photography Competition 
Manchester International Festival (MIF) and Super Slow Way have commissioned two-time Academy Award-winning 

filmmaker Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy to create a brand new immersive installation especially for MIF17, which takes 

place this summer. Using interactive mixed-media, including photography, sound design, film and 360° video, 

HOME1947 reflects on the experiences of people who left their homes during the Partition of British India in 1947, 

the largest mass migration ever witnessed. HOME1947 will premiere at The Lowry in Salford from Sat 1 to Sun 9 July 

2017. 

 

We’re inviting you to respond to the themes of HOME1947 by creating a photograph or short film exploring what 

the word ‘home’ means to you. Your entry may focus on stories, memories, emotions, journeys, traditions or 

objects that resonate with the idea of home, perhaps following themes of migration, conflict and loss relating to the 

same concept. The winning entries will be showcased alongside the world premiere of HOME1947 during MIF17. 

 

The two competition winners will be invited to Manchester to see the public premiere of their work during the first 

weekend of MIF17 (Fri 30 June – Sun 2 July). We’ll cover travel (from within the UK only), accommodation and 

subsistence costs for you and a guest, plus two tickets to an MIF17 show of your choice*. You’ll have a chance to 

meet with Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy and her team*, and will also receive a £200 voucher to spend on new film or 

photography equipment. In addition to the work of the two winners, we’ll also showcase selected runners-up on a 

range of media platforms during MIF17.  

 

This is an open competition, and anyone of any age can enter. If you’re interested in photography and film, we want 

to hear from you. We’re looking for work that’s dynamic, engaging, evocative and original. You don’t need advanced 

digital skills to enter the competition.  

 

Read on for more details about what we’re looking for and how you can submit your work.  

 
* Availability permitting. 

 

Key dates 
 Submission deadline midnight on Wed 31 May 2017 

 Entries shortlisted 5–9 June 2017 

 Winners notified Wed 14 June 2017 

 MIF17 Thur 29 June – Sun 16 July 2017 

 HOME1947 world premiere Sat 1 – Sun 9 July 2017 

 Winners’ visit to Manchester Fri 30 June – Sun 2 July 2017 

 

  

http://mif.co.uk/
http://superslowway.org.uk/
http://mif.co.uk/mif17-events/home1947/


 

How to enter 
Entry guidelines  

 UK and international entries are welcomed. 

 Each entrant may submit a maximum of one film and/or three images.  

 All submissions must be original. 

 Films must be a minimum of one minute and a maximum of three minutes long, including credits, and must 
be in .mov or .mp4 format (H.264).  

 Images must be high-resolution files or jpegs (minimum 130 DPI); images captured and edited on an mobile 
phone or tablet are acceptable.  

 All submissions must be of a sufficient visual definition and quality to be exhibited and/or digitised for 
installation, as well as displayed on the MIF website and associated digital media links with partner 
organisations.  

 
How to submit your entry 

 Title your file(s) as follows: TITLE OF WORK : YOUR FULL NAME. 

 Download and complete the application form, available at mif.co.uk/HOME1947. 

 Submit your file(s) and completed application forms using WeTransfer.com to HOME1947@mif.co.uk no 

later than midnight, Wed 31 May 2017.  

 

Please note that we’re unable to accept entries by post. Winners will be notified by Wed 14 June 2017. 
 

More information 
Between now and the submission deadline on 31 May 2017, we’ll be hosting a special HOME1947 film evening and 
workshops in central Manchester. For dates and details, and for any other queries about the competition, please 
check mif.co.uk/HOME1947 or the MIF HOME1947 Facebook page, or email HOME1947@mif.co.uk. 
 

Manchester International Festival (MIF17) 
Manchester International Festival (MIF) is the world’s first festival of original, new work and special events. MIF is 
staged every two years in Manchester, UK – the sixth edition, MIF17, will take place from 29 June to 16 July 2017. 
We bring together artists from different art forms and backgrounds to create dynamic, innovative and forward-
thinking new work, which we stage in a rich tapestry of venues across Greater Manchester – from theatres, galleries 
and concert halls to railway depots, churches and car parks. MIF17 will feature everything from classical music to 
digital technology, created by artists from cities as diverse as Berlin, Cairo, Karachi, New York and Manchester itself.  
 

HOME1947 
HOME1947 reflects on the experiences of people who left their homes during the Partition of British India in 1947, 

the largest mass migration ever witnessed. This immersive installation puts a human face on history, understanding 

what it means to find and feel at home.  

 

The work is centred a series of short films featuring families in India and Pakistan, who were among more than 10 

million people displaced by Partition. The films see ‘home’ through the eyes of migrants who left their homes and 

never returned – ‘home’ as a physical place, but also as a concept, an ideal, a shared tradition.  

 

This moving installation will also feature an elegiac reimagining of a pre-Partition house in British India – a recreation 

of the sights, sounds and smells of what once was home, drawn from the memories of those displaced by history. 

HOME1947 will bring to life 70-year-old experiences of displacement, as the refugee crisis continues to affect 

millions across the world. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.mif.co.uk/Home1947
https://wetransfer.com/
mailto:home1947@mif.co.uk
http://www.mif.co.uk/Home1947
mailto:https://www.facebook.com/home1947competition/
mailto:home1947@mif.co.uk


 

Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy  
Sharmeen Obaid-Chinoy is a two-time Academy Award-winning and Emmy Award-winning documentary filmmaker. 

In the past 16 years, she has made over a dozen films around the world, including A Girl in the River: The Price of 

Forgiveness, Song of Lahore, Saving Face, A Journey of a Thousand Miles: Peacekeepers, Transgenders: Pakistan’s 

Open Secret and Pakistan’s Taliban Generation. Her work has been broadcast on channels across four continents, 

including HBO, CNN, PBS, Channel 4, CBC, ARTE, SBS and the Discovery Channel.  

 

In 2012, Time included Obaid-Chinoy in their annual list of the 100 most influential people in the world, and the 

Pakistan government awarded her their highest civil honour, Hilal -e–Imtiaz. The following year, the Canadian 

government gave her a Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal, and the World Economic Forum honoured her 

with a Crystal Award at their annual summit in Davos. In 2017, she became the first artist to co-chair the World 

Economic Forum. 

 

Watch more: 

 A Girl in the River: The Price of Forgiveness: vimeo.com/166038468 

 Interview about A Girl in the River: youtube.com/watch?v=d30j9Q1f4qI 

 

Mobeen Ansari 
Sharmeen will be working with distinguished photographer Mobeen Ansari (on the creation of HOME1947. A 

photojournalist, painter and writer from Islamabad, Pakistan, Ansari has photographed some of the leading artists, 

politicians and sportsmen in Pakistan and India. In March 2015, Ansari published a book of his photography: 

Dharkan: The Heartbeat of a Nation features portraits of the likes of Imran Khan, Shahid Afridi, Naseeruddin Shah, 

Om Puri, Abida Parveen and Javed Miandad.  

https://vimeo.com/166038468
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d30j9Q1f4qI

